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Mr. IVesideni and Gentlemen : 

To deny tli'e existence of e^n evil they do not 
xacaa to remedy, to ascribe to paltry causes 
fixe origin of great problems they do not mean 
to solve, to charge those who define the nature 
of an existing difficulty with having originated 
it— these ave, expedients which the opponenia 
of reformatory movements have resorted to 
aince mankind has a history, An appeal to 
ignorance or timidity is their last hope, when 
resources of logic and argument are ex- 
hausted. The old comedy is repeated again 
and again. 

The assertions that the great contest betweea 
firee and slave labor has no foundation in fact, 
that the origin of the slavery controversy is to 
be fottud in the fanaticism of a few Northern 
abolitionists, and , that those who speak of aa 
■"urrepressible conflict" are. to be made re- 
sponsible for its existence— -these form the 
argumentative staple of those who possess either 
. sot sagacity enough to discern or not courage 
enough to state facta as they are. 

In investigating the causes , of the great 
staraggle which has for years kept the minds of 
the "people in constant uneasiness and excite- 
ment, I shall endeavor to act with the most 
perfect fairness. I shall not indulge in any 
denunciations." I shall impeach the motives of 
no one. I shall not appeal to prejudice or pas- 
sion. I invite you to pass in review the aptual 
.istate of things. -with calmness arid impartiality. 
' It ia one of the best traits of human nature, 
that we form our first opinions on matters Of 
general interest from our innate sense of right 
and /wrong. Our moral impressionp, thei dic- 
tates of our consciences, the genieroua impulses 
of oiir hearts, are the sources from which our 



first convictions spring. But custom,, tnaterial 
interest, and our natural indinatipn to ftcqui- 
escR in that which is, whether right or yrrong, 
that vis iner tia} which has brought b6 much 
suQering upon humanity, are apt to Oyerrul© 
the native instincts of our morRl nature". Tl^ey 
are sicklied over by the pale cast of calcula- 
tion; the freshiiesa of their impelling powers 
is lost, nnd questions essentially mortil arQ im- 
perceptibly changed int6 questions of ma^rial 
interest, national econoniv, or political power. 

The people of the South have evidently gone 
through that process in regard to the iriatJtu- 
tion.of slavery ; they have become accustomed 
to identify its existence with the existence of 
Southern society, while e^ea a, large majority 
of the people ot the North were rather' icclined 
to siltinee their moral objectioris to it, and to 
acquiesce, until its immediate interference 
with matters of general interest gaVe a new 
impulse to their native ^Jntipathy. Althoxjgh I 
am not ashamed to cotifess that the moral 
merits of the question would alone hare jaeea 
more than suflBcient to make" me an anti-slavery 
man, yet I will confine myself to a disou^sion 
of its practical effects, in order to mako o^yaelf 
intelligible eveu to those who do not ^yrnpa- 
vthize with .me. This is the first time pl^at I 
havG had the honor to address a meeting, ia a 
slave State, and. even now I owe the privilege 
of expressing my opinions fre^y and Swthout 
restraint to t^e circumstance that, althbdgli ia 
a slave State, I stand upon the soil of ia free 
city, and under ths generous protection of firee 
men. [Applause.] Mast I call " e. privilege 
what ought to be umversally resjpected :k3 the 
sacred birthright of every Atnericaa citizen? 
Afik any slaveholder wlw may bs presfBit ia 



it wrong ftnd nnjiiBlifiablo that I, an Rnti-jiljivory 
jam, oiiould bo pcrmittorl to giy^ifi jjfipjlic 
prcRBion of my views in ft nlovo State ; wliotlicr 
jdo would not bo in favor; of eilenclng mo by 
Tffhfttcvor meana within hio reach |'"\?lliClli6r ~I' 
"woTild not bo oilcnced at opcc in a Btronjg 
Blavoholdinp commnnity ? I do i\ot';moan to, 
Wamo him for it. Let m eiv6 him ft' fair heat- ' 
ing. The slaveholder will Bin to bis political 
Tjcws BubRtantially ob follows : 

On a point of astronomy, or chemistry, or 
; '* iraiidiciuej you iatj ebtertain and oxpr^BS what- 

* ev«r,opiniori yoWplcftae } ^ut wo cann6t permit 

* yon to diecoefl tho relation between master and 

* Borvant, aa it oxiBts here in tho slave States ; 

* for, in doing so, you would endanger our safety, 

* and undormine onr aocial ayetem. Our condi- 

* lion ia such, that the'slighteBt movement of in- 
, * Eubordination, once started, is apt to grow witJa 

* uncontrollable rapiditv ; we havr therefore, to 

* guard against everything that may atart.it ; 

* we cannot allow free discussion of Ihe subject; 

* we have to remove from our mid0t.,eyery in- 
' cendiary eleioent ; wo cannot be expected to 

* tolerate opinions pr pereons among uq that 

* ate opposed to ffie ruling order of things. 
' Whenever a mischievous attempt ia inade, 
*' vs^9 iajQ Obliged to repnesa it with such energy 

* and Doverity as to strilte terror into the hearts 

* of those who mighf, be capable of repeating 

* the atteript. Our Oonditioh requires the 
' jjroropt^st action, and if, in cases of immi- 

* ueDt danger, the regular process of the coarts 

* ia too olow or uncertain, we are obliged to 

* report to lynch law in order to supply its de- 

* Sciencie8. , 

« Moreover, we must adapt our roles »nd 

* cuetoms of government to the peculiar wanta 

* of our social organization. In order to be 

* safe, "we Aust intrust flie Goremment, in its 
general, administration as well as its details, 

* to those wlipf by their own interests, are bound 

* to be .the iiataral guardians of the system. 

* Henoe our eafety requires that the political 

* power in onr States should be put into the 
« hands of slaveholders ; and where we have 

* BO law to that effect, custom uphdds the rule. 

, ** In order to put the political ascendency of 

* Aose who aro most interested in the preserva- 
'* ^otsi of slavery upon a solid basis, we most 

put down anything that would produce and 
^^ster independent aspirations among the 
f other daiBBes of society. It would not only 
*. fanS issane to educate the slaves,, but highly 

* dangerous to extend to the great,raass of poor 

* white non-alaveh-olders the means of edoca- 

* tioa for in doing so we might raise an ele- 

* naent to inflaenoe and power, whose interests 
. * are not identical with those of the slavehoid^r. 

* This is oar policy of self-preservation, and 
, * we are bound to enforce it." 

Sir, I meaa to be just to the slaveholders, 
miif strange as it may sound^, as to the propri- 
ety of their policy, I agree with them. Having 



Ifltinllificd thoir BodaV oxiMqnci wif^v ^IjfeycwiBt- 
epco ,of alftvory^ tt»cy cannot act othervnBc; 
; j"Ityiij)noocsnity that nrgcs tlicm on. It is 
true that rilavory is an inflnmmablo cleraont. 
A ntray spark of thought or hope may cauoo a 
lorrible conflagration. Tho fx^rch of free spoooh 
and press, which gives light to tho houao of 
Libcirty, is very apt to set on firo tho honoo of 
Slavery. ' What is more n- tnral than that tlio 
torch should be extinguished where there is 
Huch un abundance of explosive material ? 

It ia true that in a slaveholding commnnitv 
tho sti-icteet flubojrdi nation must bo ■ euforccrf, 
that tho ; mainteoanco of cbtabliRhcd order 
requires tio RiOat rigorona preventive and 
reprcBeive meaauree, which will not always al- 
low of a .ilrict observauco of tho rules of legali 
procesB ; it is oqnally trne that the making and 
tho execution of the laws can be safely in- 
trusted only to those who, by their position, 
are bound to the ruling interest; true, that 
popular^ education ia dangerous to the exdn- 
sive rule of an exclusive class ; true, that men 
must ke kept titupid in order to bo kept obedi- 
ent. What is more consistent, vherefore, than 
that fundamental Kberties should be disregard- 
ed whenever they become dangerous ; that tho 
safeguards Of human rights i^ the admiiiistra- 
Mon of juBticO should be set aside whenever 
the emergency calls for prompt and energetic 
action ; that the inaSBea should be left tiueda- 
cated, in order to give the slaveholding oligar- 
chy an undisputed sway? In one wotdf; uiat 
the richts, the liberties, and the secuKty of tlia 
individual, should have to yield to the'/i[)arft- 
mouBt consideration of the safety bf the'ilaling 
interest? All this is true ^ and ficcppting the 
premises, all these necessities exist. Tod seem 
startled at this proposition, and ask, What is 
the institution that demands for its pcotebtion 
such measures ? The slave States are by no 
means original in this respect. Lrook at the 
Kingdom of Naples, where the ruling power is 
governed by similar exclusive ifitertets/ and 
acta on the same instinct of self-preBeViyation, 
Does it not resort to the same means? You 
teU me that the principles underlying^ our sys- 
tem of government are very different from 
those of the Kingdom of Naples, and thsit the 
means of protection I spoke of tun 'cbtitrary 
to the spint of our inststntions. " fjidfeed, so it 
seems to be. What does that prove ? Simply 
thib : that a social institution which is in antag- 
onism with the principles of democratic govern- 
ment canaot be maintained and protected by 
me3.ns which are in accordance with those 
principles ; and on the other hand, that a so- 
cial institution which cann©t* be protected by 
means which are in accordance with ihd demo* 
cratic priaciples of our Government, must es- 
sentially be in antagonism to those principles. 
It proves tbat the people ia the slaveholding 
States, although pretending to be freemM!', are, , 
by the necessities arising from their condition,/ 
the slaves of slavery. That is all. / 
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' I ' Bnt X ftm toM lbftf tbc Blftvo SlAtoa arc bov- 
' tortoitfn,' md ttxny '&htt)[ic and goTorti thoir liorpc i 
' Wncbrhtt 'ttccomiVi^ to tboir own notiono^ cub* 

' Joiti'biily M/'thA CtittfitilttUon of ' tho United' 

' 'StatoB. Qirtititcd. Bat tho ncocsaitioo of olu- 
'VCfJ'do mot Btop thbro. The olavo Stntoo ajro 
mbmherB of ft federal fUtnily, nnd, as tho Ki tig 
of NajilcB in hio foreign policy ia govornbd by 
hia peculinr intorcats, qo ia tho policy of tho 
slftVo Stfttco in our Federal flffftire governed by 

' thoir peculiar ncccBsiticH. 

I hear much aaid of the aggressivo Bpirit of 
the fitave power, but I ora almoat inclined to 
<tclo[uit it of thiat charge, for all its apparently 
ttggrcsaivO attempts aro no lesa dimted by 
' inatinct of Bolf-preBcrvation, than the moot otri- 
Iring featnrea of its home policy. 

Let us listen to the slaveholder again. Ho 
BayB: "What wi)! bccomo.of tho BCcurity of 
' our fllavo property, if, inoicle 6f thia Union, a 

* fllavo may finally cacapo frbm tho hands of 

* his. master by simply crossing the line of' hia 

* State? But tbe fanatical anti-alavery spirit 
' ptOVailing in tho free Statea will avail itself 
' of every mcility the oominon legal process af- 

* fords, as the trial by jury and the writ of 

* IiabeaH corpus, to aid the fugitive in his es- 
' cape. We ar© therefore obliged to demand 
' anch legislertioil at the hands of oor General 
' Government as will remove these obstacles 
' Uirown in the way of the reeaptnre of onr 
' property, and oblige the chizens, by lawj to 

* assist us in the reappi-ehenaion of the fugitive ; 

* 8b the trial by jury and the vwit of habeas 
^ 'edrpus will have to y^d, and the good old 

' * common -law pripciple, that in all caSes coa- 
' berning life and liberty, the presumption be in 

* favor of liberty, goes by the board." This 
may seem rather hard, but is it not emi- 
nently consistent ? 

The necessities of slavery do not step there. 
Let na hear how the slaveholder proceeds : 
"In order to obtain such legislation from 
' onr national councils, it is necessary that the 

* prejudices against slaveiry esistin^ in the free 
' States be disarmed. It-is impossible that the 

* slave interest should deem itself secure as 
' long a3 a violent agitation is kept up against 
' it, which continually troubles ns at home, and 
' exercises upon the National Legislature an 
' inScence hostile to slavery. We are there- 
' fore obliged to demand that measures be 
' taken to stop that agitation." Nothing 
more natural than that. The right of pe- 
tition, held sacred even by some despotic 
6dvemments, moat be curtailed. Post office 

' f egalatloQS have to prevent the dissemination 
of anti-slatery sentiments by the newspapers. 
Bven in the free States willing ihstraraent^ are 
found, who urge the adoption of measures 
tending to suppress the very discussion of this 
question. Laws are advocated in Corrgress, 
(and that "champion of free labor," Douglas, 
takes the lead,) making it a criminal offence 
to" organize associations hostile to slavery, and 



cmpbWcrih^ thy General Govcrumcnt to;{fnp- 
■■ljm»j0 thci?i: by mcanfj of a ccntialir,od pijulftoo. 
l|Xoad cWoro.] This tnay BCcm eomeijfjiat 
tyrhlnnicftl, but ia it iMJt eminently consiBttitot? 
[App^libso.] . I'.i 

But in order tooafccood in this, olavcry ndodo 
a controlling power m the General Govoruroont, 
It cannot expect ta'pcrsundo ua, no it mxinitfiiy 
to aabduQ and' rule us. Hoar tho Blavchold- 
cr : " It ia impOfJoiblo that wo ahculd consider 
' onr xnteronta safe in this Union, nule«B >thQ 
' polilical" oquilibrinm bctwceu tho froe"'^nd 
'slave States be reetotod. Ifthofrco Stutos-. 
' aro permitted to increaso, and tho nlavo States . 
' otand fitill, wo ohall be com|}letely at thoimer- 
' oy of a hoatilb majority. 'Wo aro therefore 
' obliged to demand acicosBionsof territoryjiont 

* of which now slave States can bo formed, bo<^ 
' as to increase our roproBonlation in CoiigrouB,- 
' and to restore the ieq[ailibrium of power." 
Nothing more' sensible. Tho acquisition of 
foreign cbuniriea, such as Cuba and 'the tickrtb- 
crn States of Mexico, is demanded ; and, i£ 
they cannot be obtainod by fair purchase' and' 
diplomatic transaction, war must be resorted- 
to*, 'and, if the 'majority of the people am |not 
inclined to go war, our international '^^eiar 
tions muBt be disturbed by filibustering 'eipe-- 
ditioaa, precjjiitatirtg, if possible, this cohiitry 
into wara, tbuB forcing the peaceable or ehbat- 
ing. the enthosiastic into snbservioncy te'tkc: 
plana of the olave power. You may call' Ihim 
piracy, disgracing ns in the eyes of the civilikod^ 
world. But cjan you deny that slavery iie'edft 
power, and' that it capaot obtain that " power 
except byejcteiasion ? . ''.'' l 

So, preaeed by its necedsitiea, it lays its l&and 
upon our national Territories. Time-honored 
compacts, hemmifig in slavery, must be^^ab- 
rogated. The 'Constitution must be eo^feon- 
strued ds' to 'give' slavery unlitnited eway'fev^ 
our national domaici, Hence your N-e'biraska. 
bills and Dred Scott decisions and 8lave-^d& 
platforms. You may caU that atrooiotid, botr 
caii yon deny its consieteboy ? > 

"Bat," adds the' Blaveholder, "of what-us©, 
' is to us the abstract right to go with our flfeve 
' property into the Territories, if jou pass !&w& 

* which attract to the Territories a claso^of 

' ulation that will crowd out slavery ; ff-'^oo 

* attract to them the foreigJi imtdigraiit^ by 
' gs&nting him the immediate enjoymeai m 
' political rights 5 if you allure the pawoire 
' from a.11 parts of the globe by your pre-mp' 
' tion laws and homestead bills? We *itmit 
' the negro in the Territories. You giW nn 
' the foreiga immigrant. Slavery cannot 6xiafe 
' esOept with the syetem of large farms,' &Eed 
' your homestead biUs establish the system' of 
' small farms, with which free labor is itie^$pej<^ 
' rably connected. We are therefore obliged 
' to demand that aU such mtschievoofl projGO^ 
' be abandoned." Nothing more plaUSibl©* 
Hence the right of the laboring man to at'<j4ir& 
property in the soil by Ms labor ia denied, yo«r 



-'(,,Tiotacfitcn(l billfl voted do\<fn, And tho blight of 
. opprcBBivo npcculfttion funtoncd upoayour vir- 

En DoJl, and nttomptfl nro mado to doprivo Uio 
rfiign immip[rant m tho Teixitorioo of tho im- 
snodiatc enjoyment of political: rights,, which, 
r ' m tho primitive Btato of aooial orgftniaation, 
.;. wro ieasontiul to hiB existence. .All thia iu order 
v . ; to give Blnvory ft chnnoo to obtain poBBCBSiou 

■ '>' of onr national domain. Thia rnay nocim rather 

honl. i But can yoU deny that alavdry, for ita 
ci own protection, needs, power in tho General 
! . Oovornnicnt? that it cannot obtain that power 
except ,by: inCreaBod representation? tnat it 
c .cftunot incrcaso; its represonlMipn except by 
conquest and'^i^xtcnsion over tho . Territories? 
ftnd that with Ihia policy all , measurCB ore in- 
coaapatihlfi which bid fair to play tho Territo- 
rica into tho handa of freo labor? 

Thia is not all. Listen t-o tho slaveholder 
once more : " Our Stateo," ho tells us, " are 
oasontially agricultural-producing States. We 

* have but little coraraorcc, and still loss man- 

* ufacturing industry. AH. legislation tending 
; to benefit tKo commercial and manufacturing 

■ / interests, principBllj) is therefore to our im- 

* mediate prejudice. It-will oblige ua. to con- 

* tribato to the growth and prosperity of the 
' free StatcB at our expense, and consequently 

' . * trorn the balance of political power still more 
.. . ■* against us. We are, therefore,; obliged to, de- 
•1 ' mand that all attempts to.pvpmote, by Fed- 
* * eral legislation, the industrial- interest, be 

* given np." Nothing more logical.. The sys- 
tem of slave labor has never, permitted tbem to 
srecognise and develop the banno^y of agricul- 
taral and industrial and commercial . pursuits. 

j Wbiit is more natural; than that they should 
seek to . give the peculiar economical interest 

. .in which their superiority conusls the prepon- 
4erance in onr economical policy? Hence 

: ^eis unrelenting opposition; to .all legislation 
tending to develop the peculiar ve^ources of the 

, firee States. . 

Here let os pause* Is there anything strange 
or suarprisiner in all this ? You may call it mad- 

• :- aees, bet there is method in this madness. The 
slave power is impelled by the irrepressible 
power of necessity. It ;cannot exist unless it 
nsles, and it cannot rule unlleos it keeps down 
lie oppon(^nts. All its demands and acts ar.? 
in stdct harmony with its interests and attri- 
bates; they are the natural growth of its ea- 
istenee. 1 repeat, I am., willing to acquit it of 
Sie charge of willful aggression ; I am. willing 
,to concede that it struggles for self-preserva- 
tion. But now the momentous question arises, 
How do the means which seem, to be indispens- 

;. .able for the celf-preservation of slavery agree 

; m%h the existenc(i and interests of free labor 

,. society? «o 

Sir, :f Mr. Hammond, of South Caiolina, or 
Mr. Brown, of Mississippi, had listened to me, 
vtpxild they not be obliged to give me credit for 

. feftving stated their case fairly? Now, listen 
feo me, while I etato our, own. 



Caflt your cycB over thfjit grojvt boo-hiyc,callcd 
tho freq States. Soo by th«) lailroi^d . and .jtho 
tolegmphic wire every viUage, almoaft ovorjr 
back wood wottago, cjlrawn \7ithiu tho Jnjmodi. 
ato reach of progrc9.3tvo civilization, wook 
over our cjrnin flolda, but lately a lonoaomo 
wildornons, where mnchi-nory is almoat aupcr- 
aeding tho labor of tho human hand ; over our 
workohops, whoso nfipectis almoat daily changed 
by tho magic touch of inventive genius ; over 
our fleeta of merchant veaacls, numerous enough 
tx> innko tho whole world tributary to our pros- 
perity ; look upon our society, where by pppu- 
iar cducati«n and tho coijtinual change of <;on- 
dition the dividing linea between ranlui and 
claaacs are almost obliterated : look upon our 
aystom of public instruction, wuich places oven 
l^e lowlieat child of the people upon tho high 
road of progressivo advancement; Tipon our 
rapid growth njid expauaive proaperity, which 
is indeed aubjoct to. reveraes and checks, but 
contains such a wonderful fertility of .rcaourcea, 
that every check is a mere incentive for new 
enterprise, every reverse but a mere opportu- 
nity tor the development of new powers. 

To what do we owe all this ? First and fiiro- 
most, to that perfect freedom of inquiry, which 
acknowledges no rules but those of logic, no 
limits but those that bound the faculties of the 
human mind. [Cheera.J Its magic consists 
iu its universality. To it wo owe the harjnony 
of pur progressive movement ia all its endless 
ramifications. No single science, no single 
practical pursuit, exists in our day independ- 
ently of all other ajpiences, all other practical 
pursuits. This ia lihe age of the solidarity of 
progress. Set a limit to ^e freedom of inquiry 
in one direction, and you destroy the harmony 
of its propelling action. Give us the Boman 
Inquisition, which forbids Galileo Galites to 
think that the earth moves around the sun, and 
he has to interrupt and give up the splendid 
train of his discoveries, and their influence 
upon all other branches of science is lost; he 
has to gtve it up, or h§ must fight the Inquisi- 
tion. [Cheera.J Let the slave power or any 
other political or economical interest tell -us 
that we must think, and say, and invent, and 
discover nothing which is against its demands; 
and we must interrupt and give up the har- 
mony of our progressive development, or fight 
the tyrannical pretension, whatever shape it 
may assume. .[Loud cheers.] 

Believing as we do that the moral and ideal 
development of man ia the true aim and end of 
human society, we must preserve in their .effi- 
ciency the means which serve that end. .In 
order to secure to the freedom of inqs^ry its 
full productive power, we mast surround it with 
all the safeguards which political' institutions 
afford. As we cannot set a limit to the activity 
of onr minds, so we cannot muzzle pur months 
or fetter the press with a censorship. [A-p- 
plause.] We cannot arrest or restrain the dis- 
cussion of iJic guection, what system of labor 
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or tcTicU orgdhizaUon'of hcicUj'proinokti ^cst 
the moral and intcUcciml development of man: 
I^Lovid ftpplftuao.] Wo cfinnof. doprivo li nin/rle 
individual of tho privileges whirth protect him 
in tho free exoroiao of his fftcultics, and tlio 
cnjoymonl of his rights, go lonp aa these fttcul- 
ticB- nro not onaployod to tho detriment of tho 
rightfl and liborlieB of othcra. ©ur organizoi- 
tion of society reating upon equal • rights, we 
find our Bocurity in a general ayatem of popu- 
lar education, which fits all for an intelligent 
exerciso of tooso rights. This is the homo 
policy of free-labor society. Its policy in our 
Federal affairs must necoEsarily correspond. 
Idcomiug free and intelligent labor tho only 
safe baaia of cociety, it is our duty to expand 
iia bleesin^a over all tho territory within our 
reach ; seeing our own prosperity advanced by 
tho prosperity of our neighbors, wo must en- 
deavor to plant upon our borders a system of 
lah6r which answers in that respect. So we 
recognise tho right of the laboring man to the 
soil he 'cultivates, and shield him against op- 
pressive speculation. Seeing in the harmoni' 
ous, development of all branches of labor a 
source of progress and power, we must, adopt 
a policy which draws to light the resources of 
the land, gives work to our workshops, and se- 
curity to our Commerce. These are the princi- 
ples and views governing our policy. 

Slaveholders, look at this picture, and at this. 
Can the difference escape your observation ? 
You may say, as many have said, that there is 
indeed a difference of principles, but not neces- 
sarily an antagonism of interests. Look again. 

Your aoeial system is founded upon forced 
labor, dors upon free labor. Slave labor can- 
not fisist together with freedom of inquiry, and 
so you demand the restriction of that freedom ; 
free labor ciftnnot exist without it, and so we 
maintain its inviolability. Slave labor demands 
the setting aside of the safeguards of individusl 
liberty, for the purpose of upholding subordi- 
nation and protecting slave property; free labor 
demands their presiervation, as essential and 
indispensable to its existence and progressive 
development Slavery demands extension by an 
aggressive foreign policy, free labor demands 
an honorable peace and friendly interconrse 
with the world abroad for its commerce, and n 
peaceable and undisturbed development of our 
resources at home for its agriculture and indus- 
try. Slavery demands extension over national 
Territories for the purpose of gaining political 
power. Free labor demands the national domain 
ibr working men, for the parpose of spreading 
the blessings of liberty and civilization. Sla- 
very therefore opposes all measures tending to 
secnre the soil to the actual laborer ; free labor, 
therefore, recognisea the right of the aettler to 
the soil, and demands measares protecting him 
against the pressnre of speculation. Slavery 
demands the absolate ascendency of the plaat> 
ing interest in our eeonomicral roHcr • fr^xv Tn- 



tho rcflourcca of the Iftnd,and to liaTinortizo]|tho 
agHcnitnralj ftommcroiftl, and industrial inter-' 
osta, Slavery dcmands tho control of the Qon- r i 
oral Qovornmont for 'its special protection and 
the promotion 'o)( its peculiar interests ; frco 'f' 
labor dcmoindh thiit tho General Governmentho p 
adrainiatxjrcd for the purpono of eocuring to all ^ .' 
the blcBsinga of liberty, and for tho pramotioni 
oftho general welfare. [Trcmendou.'MvpplauDO.) 
Slavery demands tho recognition of its diyino 
right ; free labor recogniaea ncyy^vino rii^ht hot 
that oftho liberty of all mon. ^if^iud cheero.] ' 

With ono word, slavcri/ detnniids Jot iis prdh 
tection and perpetuation a sj/stem of policy whick . 
is utterly incompatible with the principles iipon- '■ 
which the organization of free-labor socicty'rcsts. ' ft 
There is the antagonism. That is the essenco ' 
of the irrepressible conflict." It is a con- 
flict of principles underlying interests always 
the same, whether appearing aa a moral, eoo- ■ 
homical, or political question. Mr. Douglas 
boasted that ho could represa it with police 
measures ; he might as well try to fetter th& 
winds with a rope, ^'ho South mean to repress 
it with decisions of the Supreme Court ; thoy 
might aa well, like Xerxes, try to subdue thfr ' 
waves of the occnn by throwing chains into the 
water. [Applause.] ■ ■ 

The conflict of constitutional constrnction& - 
is indeed but a mere incident of the great 
struggle, a mere symptom of fJie ci-isis. Long 
before the slavery question in the form of an 
abstract constitutional controversy agitated the ■ 
public mind, the conflict of interests raged in- ; 
our national councils. What mattered it that 
the struggle abont the encouragement of home ; ' 
industry and intemkl improvements was not 
ostensibly carried on under the firm of pro and 
anti-slavery? What mattered it that your new- 
fangled constitutional doctrines were not yet 
invented^ when slavery tried to expand by the ' 
annexation of foreign countries ? that no Dred i 
Scott decision was yet cooked up, when the 
right of petition was curtailed, when attempts > 
were made to arrest the discussion of theela* ■ 
very question all over the Union, and when the 
trial by jury and the writ of habeas corpus -w&i^ 
overridden by the fugitive tilave law? And - 
even lately, ?(fhen the slave power, with one 
gigantic grasp, attempted to seize the whole of 
our national domain, what else was and is yoor _ 
new constitntional doctripe but an ill-disgnised '■ 
attempt to elothe a long-cherished design with ' 
the color of law ? ' 

Bead yoor history with an impartial eye, and ' 
yon will find that tiio construction of the Con" q 
stitntioa always shaded itself according to the ^ 
prevailing moral impulses or the predomiaaace ' 
of mateml orer political intereuts.^ The logie • ' 
>of our minds m bat too apt to fpllow m the track 
of our 8yi9pathie3 and aspirationsi It was ' > 
when the South had control of our Government - ' J 
that acts wef-e passei^ forlthe' raisiag 6f dotiesi 
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It Trail undoT tbo lead of tho Sot^th tUftl tho oya- 
toroa of internal imiirovcmonlB ftud of tho prQ- 
tccibn of homo inanstrf wore iun\)gnrRt«d ; it 
Waal tho South no Iobb than tho North i riftt in- 
nis^d tpon and cjijortiaod tho povrcr .of Con 

SrcBij'to exclude olaTcry from thd: Totritorlcu. 
0 Ihngp ng thcno mcftourcfl Gcqmdd to agroo with 
Uio prcdominarit iotorPBt^ thoro Bocmod to bo no 
qacptiwB about ihcir constitutionality. Bvon 
Jlr.;Oalhoun hirnaolf .eaid, in One of bis most 
oelobrnted spcecl^, doliverod in tho aossion 
of 1816-' 16, "TGWit waa tho duty of the Gov- 
«niB3.ent, an a means of defence, to enconrftija 
tho domestic induBtry of the country." But as 
oooa an it was found out that thin policy ro- 
<3oundod more to tho hcuofit of free labor than 
that of the unenterprising South, thcn tho 
aame men who had inaugurated it worked its 
overthrow, on the plea that it was at war with 
tho principlca of the Constitution. [Murmurs 
of applause.] Tho conntitutionality of the or- 
dinance of 1787 was nevf;r questioned, as long 
as the prevailing sentiment in the South ran 
against the perpotuation of stavocy. The Mis* 
.aoari . compromise was hold as sacred and in- 
violable as the Constitution itself, so long as it 
served to introduce slave States into this Union ; 
but no sooner were, by virtue of . its proviaious, 
fcocirTerritorjes to be organized, than its uncon- 
etittttionality was at once discovered, 

Tiifi predominance of raterosts determines 
the construction of the Coustitution. So it was,, 
and', do it ever will bo. Only those who re- 
mained true to the original programme of the 
fiithsrs, remained true to tho original construe- 
tion«; [Decide the contest of principles under- 
lying interests, and the conflict of constitutional 
constructions will settle itself. This way seems 
a dangerous political theory. It i«^,not an arti- 
cle of my creed — not a isiatter of principle — 
but ca matter of experience; not a doctrine, 
batja;fact. 

Thus the all-pervading antagonism stands 
before as. gigantic in its dimeusioos, 'growing 
evety day in the awful proportions of its prob- 
lems, involving the character of oar institntions; 
inv<^ring our relations with the wOrld abroad ; 
iaviit?ing our peace, oar rights aad liberties' at 
hoote: involving our growth and 'prosperity ; 
invtilviDjr onr moral and political existence as 
a nation. ^ . ■ ' 

Hfim short-sighted, how childish, are those 
who:! find its origin in artificial agitatloB t As 
though we could produce a temp^ by blowing 
our looses, or an earthquake by stamping our 

guny/feet upon the gi-oaud. [uaaghter.] . But 
ow!>tu solve, how to decide it ? , Lei ns ipass in 
reviswiour political parties, and. the mmedi^s 
theptj^opose.' There we encoauteribe so-called 
Uni^Wparty*, mth Beliand Everett^ who tell vis 
the ii&si way to settle the cOQ&ict is lto i^ore it. 
[Lsjighter.J ■ •:; ■ .. .■•■•-i; . ■ •. ' .iti .■'-.^'■'■.!!! 

IfobiB itl Ignore it, irhen aitem^ture EQade; 
to piitDtr^ the coantry iato war.aod liisgri^ 
£ir ^-^sazpo^oiof skvexyjeKtemucKE^i JgttQmit, 



wj^on slavery and froo labor,, vfago their Qoirco 
wr^r. about tho poBoossion of tho national do- 
main t Ignore itf when tho liborjios of Bpuoch . 
and press are attacked 1 I^noro it, whon tho , 
acUal settler claimD the virgin soil, and thOi 
slnvcholding capitalists claim it also I Ignore ;i 
it, when tho planting int«rc3t soeka to eutati- 
lish and maintain its oxcluaivo euptemacy in. 
our economical policy I Ignore it, indued I Ig- 
nore tho fire that consumes tho corner posta of 
your house I Ignore tho storm that breaks tho 
rudder and tears to tatters tho sails of your 
ahipl Conjure tho revolted elements > with . a 
meek Mount Vernon lecture 1 Pour upon the 
furious waves tho placid oil of a quotation from 
Washington's farewell address 1 [Chooro and 
laughter.] 

It is true, they ^11 oar.thoy will enforce tho 
laws and tho Cuustitution '7/ell enough I But . 
what laws? Those thct free labor demand, or 
those that slavery give us? What Constitution? 
That of Washington and Madison, or that of 
Slidcll, Douglas, and Taney 7 [I<oad and long- 
continued cheering.] 

Tho conflict stands there with tho stubborn, 
brutal force, of reality. However severely it 
may disturb the ncrs'es of timid gentlemen, 
there it stands, and speaks the hard, ,^,tern lan- 
guage of fact. I understand well that great 
problems and responsibilities -should bo ap> 
proached With care and caution. But times 
like these demand the firm action of txion who 
know what they will, and will it, not that 
eunuch policy, which, conscious of its own an- 
productiveness, invites us blandly to settle 
down into the imbecile contentment of general 
impotency. They cannot ignore the conflict 
if they would, but have not nerve enoogh to 
decide it if they could. 

The next party that claims our attention is 
the so called Democracy. As it is ray object 
to discuss the practical, not the c6us1;itatiooal, 
merits of the ptoblem before ns, I might pass 
over the divisions existing in that organization. 
In fact, the point that separates Mr. Douglus 
from .Mr. Breckinridge is but a mere qalbble, 
a mere matter of etiquette. Mr. Douglas i& 
unwilling to admit in words what he has S 
hnndu'ed times admitted in fact, for, can you 
tell me what; practical diflference in the world 
th^re is between direst and indirect interven- 
tion by Congress in favor of slavery, and that 
kind of non-intervention by Congress which 
merely consists in making room for direct in- 
tervention by the Supreme Court? And be- 
sides, in i>ear!^ all practical measures of^policy^ 
Mr. Douglas is regularly to be foand on the 
side of the extreme: South. Lnke that great 
aiatesman of yours, (I beg youif pardon, gentie- 
men, for talludiiig to him . in decent political 
company,) he 'always votes against rmeasa'res 
for eritOuragement of home indnstry, per- 
haps becati^e he doea-uot. a}ider8taQd ;them«: 
[Lao^hteri] - - He is 0Qe;c£.tbe firmest SappoTt- ' 
«E3 dt tbeiiaai^adeae^ of the plai^tets^ii^^tsxeit • 



in opr, ocohojtalctil qnontiows;, ivncl, ortil^ tl»o ox- 
tonjiion.offllavftry by.'ponquosi; and fimaoxatiop 
tho ^Ud«(jt iilibuntori) .may almfyo count upoa 
hm (.dudorost Hympntbites. • 

'Soil opiy I might havo igHorod hin)i,iif bo bad 
not flwcceodod in creating tho moat deiifoning 
of noiflOB witU tho boHowoat of druaia, Ihona 

HdrjpropOi^ns to " roprcflfi; tio irropressiblo 
conflict" with what ho omphaticiilly Stylos "hia 
groat principle." At firat, ho defined it aa 
"aolf-ftOvcraocont of tho people in tho Tqrritq- 
rioa ;,','ibut it bocamo aOon appqirent that, under 
his gcoat prinoipio tho poople.oCtho Torritoriefl 
wore /governed by anyboojr but self, wd ho 
cnlloajit popular aoYoroignty." It 8<x»n turu- . 
od 0 lit i that ; thi8 kind of aovoroignty vras not 
very popular after all, and he caWf^ it *' non' 
intorvrontion." [Lauglxter.} Mothiuks aomo- 
thing will intorveno pretty ooon, and he will 
fltraia tig imagination for another name, if it 
bo worth while at all to chriflten a thing which 
novor had any tangible oxiatenoe. ,/ 

But if we may bolievo him^ hia " ^rreat prin- 
ciple,'/ /and nothing bnt his "great principle," 
•will aattio tho irrepressiblo conflict, restore 

EOBce and harmony to tho nation, and save the 
I'nioat— and, in fact, Mr. Douglas ia about tho 
only one among the Prosidential candidates 
who infiiata that there ia an immediate nacea- 
aity of saving that ancient inatitution. 

Let ua' judge the merita of his groat.princi- 
ple by ita results : Has it secured to tho inhab- 
itants of the Territories the right of self-gov- 
ernment ? Never were the people of a Teiri- 
tory subject to a despotism more arbitrary, and 
to violence more lawless and atrocioue, than 
were Jthe people of Kaurjas, after the enactment 
of the .Nebraska bill. ; Haa it reraov^ the 
slavery; question from the halla of Congress? 
The Qghi hj&s never raged with greater fierce- 
ness, and Congress cama hardly ever so near 
debating with bowie-knives and revolvers, as 
about the qnestionsj caiaed by the Nebraska bill. 
Has itiestablishedrisafe and uniform , rules for 
tbe coQStrttction. of tho Constitution.? It has 
set aside . tho constr action; put upoa . the Con- 
stitution by those who framed it j and for the 
rest, let Mr, Douglas give you hia opinion, on 
the DredBcott decision. Has it given peace 
and harmony to tho country, by Tepr«aaing the 
irrepressible conflict? Alas I poor great prin- 
ciple! this, harangue of peace ; and" harmony 
inflamed the irrepressible conflict, even inside 
of tho Democratic party^ and rent into two 
sections an organization which claimed the 
exclasiRe privilege of nationality. .; 

Thesre^wero its immediata resudts. Itistme, 
Mr, E^sogiss; accuses iaa adversexies of having 
creat«itne di^turi)afirc«.u Certainly, if the whole 
Amed«ian.;aatioa h£ui .i)owod their iJteads/ in 
silent iic^dieoce : before . Mr. Douglfs^s nian- 
date,<tliisra^ wcjfld ^takve lseen ' no strife; Mr; 
Siidelii^^ Mr. Bach&uan,:4ii£d Mc; Bjjeckinridge^: 
-may m^i:SM»isa0t^ toJixoay ; fee; EiaporciE; Jo£A 



A^j^tria o^nd tho King of Naji]«a.,, Such caojjt: 
nro .apt to bo dioturbed by pppononta^ and', Mir,, 
Doiigliifi nopd notljij surprlsca if to boa oib wl 
Tho truo ijourcp; of itho dlfSculty ■yr^ "thlj r. 
Tho ^ iSansaa-Ngbrnaka bill . Tjrji^ throTTn ■ oa ftn,. 
ambiguous, illogical mooauro, botyfoon iwoj'i^ti; \ 
tagoniatic mtcr(j8t8, each of which consirued it 
for its own advanUigc. It brought tho,c?(ntc3tr, 
ing forces tjogethcr, faoo tp faco, tfitljont ',ij>j5or- 
ing a clear ground upoa which to^sottlo the, 
conflict'. Thus it quickened ■ and liitcnsifiod 
tho atrncglo, instead pf allaying it. Henco its 
tQtaVfailurcj.aa a harm6ni7.ingy|hoa8ufo. . 
1. Wha^ then, ia ita poaitivo rSfulc? Aa to ita 
pruttical injipor^ni^e in the conflict between 
itroo and alavo labor, Mr. Douglas himaolf en- 
lightoua us, aa foUowa : 

, ""Haa tho South been excluded from ftU tho 

* territory acquired from Mexico? What aaya 
' the bill from. tho Houao.of Roproaentfttives^ 

now on your tabic, repealling the alayo .code 

* ia New Mexico, 03ta wished bv tho^ 'plooplo 

* .thomeelvcs ? It fis part of the.hiatorir of tho 
' country, that, under this doctrine of non-ia- 
' tenrention, this doctrine that you .dielight .tb 

* cftll squftti^r aovereignty, the people ot Now. 
' Mexico liavQ introduced and protectoafllarery 

* in the whole of that Territory. Uflc(er.thixa, 
' doctrine, they have converted a. tract of frea 

* territory into slay© territory, more than - fiva. . 

* times the size of tho State, of New York. 

* Under this doctrine, slavery has been ox- 
' tended from the Rio Grande to tho Gulf of 
' California, and from the. line of . the Republic 

* of Mexico, not only up to 36" 30''^ but up to • 

* 38° — giving you a degree and a half mora 
' alave; territory than you ever claimed. Ia 
' 1848 and 184^ and 1850, you only asked to 
' have the line of 36° 30'. The Nashville Con- 

* vention fixed that-as its^ nUimatum. 'I offered, 
' it in the Senate in Augost,,. 1848, and it was 

^adopted here, but rejected in the House of 
' Representativea.' You asked only up. to. 35® \ 

* 30', and non-intervention has given yon.^ye 

* territory up to 38°, a degree and a half more 
' than you asked ; and yet you say that thia , is 

* a sacriflce of Southern rights. ' , 
" These are the fruit3:of this principle, which, 

' tLe Senator from Miosissippi regocda as hosr ^ 
.* tile to the rights of tho, South. Where did 
' you ever get any other fruits t!hat wera ntqi« 
f palatable to your taate, or more refreshing to^.. 

* your atrength ? What otber inch of free jtQna- 
' tory has been conv?.rted iataslave territory oa , 
' the! American continent, since;the Revolutj.oi^ ' 
'except in New Mexico and Arizona, under . 
^ the prino'ple of non-interyentiqri; affirmed at .. 

* Charleston? If it is tftto th^; Pfiocxpla 

* of non-intervention rhas confestp4 .SPO^i JO?. 

* all that immAn'ftfit {prritorw. \\aa. -f>BdteCt6d alflk-";- ■ 

eru &&3 cold / 



all that immenS6 territiorir» haa, 
'.very in that comparatively nort! 
' region whert you. did Jfnot exp^dt;.it^ go, caa- _ - 
finot yott; trust, tfee Hamift p^nciplB ft«^!^Ml 
^soqthjf "^hea jm OQiiae> aQ.qqi^;ftddi1»on%l 
'stsrritasrj; fsoohMs^imt Kit Jbo;|m*> ^i.tl^ 
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* priri'ci)c»lp' of rion-littdrvontlbhliRn ^i^oh id olft-' 

* very ttU N6w, M6xi[c& Wcin ohn'onndod' 

* on infiarly oviitjBldb % ftftb'tfen^^ 

* StaiCs of l!i|[«x5co 'whoh thcy arc, ttcqnJrcd, ninco 

* they y^t-ft now Burrotipdcd afslmc iornVyty'l " 

Intleo^ l This, thori, is the j^tdctical solution 
of tho difBpulty wliich' Mr. DouglitSi proposos : 
Tho "g^cRt priiiciplo of non ihtorvontibn," 
T?hich, ! accordiii^ to hio ■ ' own teotimony,, 
fltronjGjtiionH blavory, by incrodsing tho number 
of Blftvo StdtiBB, atojJ' thoiv ' rejprcsontdtion ■'Ond 
power in, otir GoiJl||(til Qoyefnmont,j to whifch 
IS to bo added tho annexation of Ctiba and tho 
northern fltateo of Moxicp. oiit of which an ad- 
ditiorittl nmnber of Blave StatiBB ia to bts carved. 
But hia Northern, frienda say that he ia the 
chompioto of .frcio labor-f^and they are honora- 
bio inen. ■ " ' ■' 

Oh^ what A decp-iscatc'dj overweening confi- 
denciD Mi:.T)pugldS| whc,n ho made thia Btato- 
ment, xxiaot laive had'ifli the onfhthbmublej'doa- 

Eerate, incorrigible etppidity of those NpWhom 
►emocrata who support him for the pui^'ose of 
bafflitig. and 'puriiahing the fire-eaters of the 
South. ■ Good, innocent soulsj do they not see' 
that by: supporting Mr;- Doti^las's polifcy) Which 
throvrs ' into" the lap of -slavery 'Territory after 
Territory, they will strengthen dnd tender more 
overbearing the viery saine sidvo power they 
mean to baffle and punish? Do they not see 
that they are preparing a lash ,for thoir' own 
backs ? It is true, when they feel it, and they 
deserve to feel it, they may console themselves 
with the idea that it is a whip of their bwii 
jm&nufecture l ' - 

At" last we arrive at the programme bf the 
slavei poWer in its open and nndisgmBed formy 
of whith. Mr. Breckipr}dge is the; ■ represent- 
ative, dtid Mr.- Dotiglds' 'the afrvant, althotigh 
ha does nbt wear its Every' except on occasions 
of state.- ■ ' ■ --^'^ 
The prograifnmeis as follows: The agitatioti 
of the slavery question, North and SotiUij is to 
be arrested ; thb fugitive slitfve law, in its pres- 
ent fonn,'is to be strictly carried out, and^jall 
State legislation impeding its execiution to be 
repealed; the constitational right of slavery to 
occupy the Territories of the TT nited States, send 
to be protected there, is to be acknowledged 
all measures tending to -impede the ingress of 
slavery, and its estaMishment in the Territories, 
are to be abaddonedj the opposition to the 
conquest and annexation of foreign countries, 
out of which ' more , jslave States can be formed, 
is to be given up } the econoraical policy of the 
planting interest; to the exclusion of the en- 
conrdsembnt^ of home industry, is to become 
rmiog 'policy «f the country. 
Thi? is t&e S6uth6r^ sdIaUoQ of the irrepres- 
able adnflieti' i-" - ' ■ ^ --^ : 

TMs' pro|;r!dmm^ p6j^ess^ai least the merit 
of logic-^lhe '• logic of filfiV«ry aiid des^iotiam 
agai^ tStelogifi of £r6d. labo^aiid Mberty.^ ^6 
issue' ifl^pIain^^mSde Ff*ae Mfiar is btk& 



inoncd to 'submit) tb tho mooaurfla which' olavoiy 
dooms 'ilcc6ti6rttyter ! Ho pcrpotuMion. Wodro ' 
culled updrt'io 'adfipt bur laws niid uystomD of 
policy, and tho whole development; of our social ■ 
, organization,' to-' tlio' nccesoities aftd intercata off - 
blavory. Wc arG sumno'ntxl, to sxmcndcr. Lot- 
foi' a I moment jiidgo tho pioplo !of the froo- 
StatcB by tho meanest criterion wo can think of y ' 
lot US apply aoppoaitiona to thetn^ tfhich, if ap* - 
plietV to outsijlyeGi wo woold consider an inanity' 

■ If tho pooplo of tho froo States woro so do- - 
void of morttl^'riomse aa tiot to distinguiah be- 
) Weed right add wrong ; so devoid of generbua 
impulseft dB "toot to sympothizo withi tho dowa- ; 
trodden and dcgrttdtd-} so devoid I of manly 
pride ^aa toi^bCi ftaturally inclined to aobmit ito 
everybody who was impudent enough to afi» 
Bume'the 'coriSbaud; tell' mo, oyon in thipc 
"wortit, this mOat dia^nating of all contingencies^ • ' 
cbnld free' labor quietly submit to tho demandai. 'J 
of the slave power BO long as it has a just ap*- ' 
-preciatioa of its own interests? If we did not 
care, neither for other peoplo'a rights nor for ' 
our own dignity! can we suomit na long aa w& 
care for our owh^ockots ? Surroader-the 'privi-r • 
lege of discuBSiDg our aociol problems without 
■restraint I ■ Be narrowed dowa to a given oir- - 
cle of ideas, which we shall not transgress I Do^ 
we not owe^ our growth, S^id prosperity, and ' 
power, to that freedom of inquiry which is the 
source of all progress and improvement? 

Surrender the national Territories to slavery l! 
Do we not owe our growth and prosperity to- 
the successful labor of our neighbors just as. 
well as to onr'own ? Shall we consent to be" 
surrounded and hemmed in with thriftless com- 
mnnitiee/whose inbtitdtions retard theirgrowth^; ' 
and thereby retard our own ? ' Abandoa .all 
laWa like the homestead bili, tending to estab^ 
lish free labor od our n'atiodal 'domain I Shall, 
wej^us give up the rights of labor, and destroy " 
the mheritance ofo'ar children ? ' . ' ■ ; • 

' Give up out opposition to the extension of 
slavery by the conquest of forei^ countries I - 
Shall we squander the blood ofuut sons and the ; 
marrow of the land in destructive wars; for the 
profit of the enemies of free labor, while it is a- 
peaceful development to which we owe our- 
poweV in the world 1 Adopt the exclusi'/e eco* , 
nomical policy of the planting interest I . Bhall:- 
our mineral wealth sleep undeveloped ia: the-- • 
soil? - Shall our water powers run ime, and the-^ 
bustle of our factories cease ? Shdl the im- 
mense laboring force in our increasing popular 
tion be "deprived of the advantage of aharmo«r 
nious development of all the branches of hn- 
mati labor? Shall we give up our industriai; 
and commercial independence from the world 
abrcad ? And what- price do they offer to^pay. 
us forall-onr sacrifices/if we submit? Why,:. 
slaveigr can then be jpreservedl. How can: we-.- 
hesitate ? Impossible [ J It caanbt be thoughti. 
off ;£'^n tiie^mbst debased and eubmissiv&bf,* 

ihff iBidtter oqme^ taa practibkl ^e§b'('.4utd.l&6f!St'-^ 
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fbro tlioi DTicfccBSrof itho Sonthdrip proRrnrhnio 
■will never bring nboat n iSnal decision of tho 
conflinto' J Snpj)0(ife wo 'vJoro v beaten in the prca*' 
ont plc'ctoriil .ii?ontOHt,''Woul(i that decide ' the 
conflict of.iKfero9la foro.verf No I TJmnlw to 
the nobler impalapflfof huniftn nature, onr con' 
ficionftoa 'Woalu.' noti let tia sleep ; thanica to.tho 
good'flotis<):of t^^hd ' people, theirv'profjrcaa^ivo'in- 
torestfl wonld not Buubr ithom to giyo np the' 
Btrngglo,. . The power of rosiotnnco, tno clnatieity 
of free flOcioty, .6rtnaot bo exbauatod by. pno, 
cannpt 'bo nanibilntcd; iby a liuddrcd dofoata. 
Why ? I iXtocanso xt rocjji^^ta now.impalflOB, now 
inepiratipna, from every day's work ; it: marches 
on m:hatmoiiy with tho spirit of the Ago. 

Tho'ro io but ; ond way of settling the 'f ino- 
proBBiWo cionflicti" It ia not by resisting the 
spirit of rthe times, end by. tiding to nontralize 
its inipeUiDg power; for yoh attempt. that in 
valnt but it %siby: rimtraliziity (he'' obstacles 
uohick have iJiroidn 4hemselve3 into its path, 
TherCiia no Diher;.,' The .irrepressible conflict 
■will rogo with . nnabated fairy until oiir social 
and poiitioal. development is harmonized "with 
the irrfepreaBiblctenaency of the age. 

That 16 the eblatioQ which ithe Bopablicans: 
propose. . Their progi-ammo is simi^le and^con> 

BlBtenit-;,;.': ; . , . I'r ■ , 

Protiactioa of oar?iuitaral an'd donstitational 
rights,' ■', ..ri.'i.- ' • . . 

Non»interfererice with the flocial and political 
institutions ejEistsug : by the legislation of sov- 
ereign Stales. ■ Exclusion of slavery, from the 
national Territories ; i they must be free because 
they are natbnaL . [Immense chbering^] 

Promotion aild ezpansion of free labor by the 
homestead .bii^l, &nd iixe encoura^ent of home; 
liudastry. [Cheering reQewed.]; T i- 

Will this eflect a settlement of the cdufiict J 
Let -theijath'ers jof this' Repubiic ans-weii- the 
qnestioo^iaad 1^ will give you the Southern con-l. 
struotion- of ffi&v . policy. ^ In^ a debate which 
occajred in.the Senate of the United: States^<)n 
the 23d ijflsiuaary, Mr. Masoa,' o{' -¥irginiai said : 

" NdWi«s ^ as eonicerns our:iaiicestary, I ^a^^ 

* satisfied; of .this^they werenot -'abolitionists. 

* On^tibLe contraiy^I beUeve this. was t&eir bpiri'^ 

* ion : their prejudice -was aimed against the. 
' foreign slave trade, the .African slave trade j 

* and Sieir belieif was, that cutting that o^,>sla- 
' veiy imdd die out of, itself, wttkovi av^ tact 
^ ofabolitiom I.attempted at One time to ^ow, 
' by :iibe recorded opioioas of^ Mr. -Madison, 

* that the famdna ordinance of 1787, so" far ais 

* it ppoMbited- slavery in the Territory nortb- 
' wesi.itf th6 Ohio, was. aimed -atlhe A&icau 
' slave trade, aod ai thatalonef' the4dea beings 

* thai ifthey vxnM restri^ which 

* sl<W€smnad,beinir&ducGd from abroad, they 

* wooMj-to thiat ;esfceat, pj5esent 4h^i importa- 
' tioQ of slaves ; that, when itj^;altogether 

* prev^iited, ike'^cmUiititm^f islaveryLijmM 

* ouiM'Mst!f^ jttit they ssW/.Qot elboHtidilists, 
' f£ai;ieasi\!Uhis )^!meamngiatad£p^ 

< ab^itieol^tei^iih^iiaS^eQt^i^.H : . . ; : 



WoU, r am v«i'Iingito iifcco|Jt tbfd, nail staMfCr 
ntid Mr. Macion; may;;ccrtninly be oonflidorou ; 
good Southern antbdrily. I wOl not:etop to iii- ' 
vCBtigatO 'tho dopth and extent of tSae nnti-nlo* '. 
very isientimenta of such robn aoiFranldin, who i 
waa.tbe father, of nn abolition society, and of: 
Washingfx)n, who expresaod hirt dosirt)<i"to' BCd;;. 
slavery ftboliahcd bylaw; " I ani; satisfied wit); r. 
A3jr, Mason's adrnin'siori. ' . ' ! !• . 

1 This, then, in what the fathers: intonddd:.tO(; 
oflyct : io bring about o^-staic ofthinpsby which- 1 
slavery toovld dieioutof itself.. "WhM else d<^ • 
we wioldt ? ; " Yon m'oanj thdn," I ;iam oslced^ 
"tp adopt o poll cj*' 'which will work the poaoo^ 
able and. gradual .tjx^jnetion of Blhvery.'' • And ?. 
•t anawerj -fVyca j Tok", if wo.floi not. wo. shall • 
have, to submit ta a .policy which will work tbo .. 
gradual extinction of liberty." i There ia iVe^ 
ditlcmmd. Our answer ia undersiodd. IfiWjush-.. 
ington, Madiaou, and Jeirers9n, were nb&Htioii-.; 
ista, we are". Mr. .Mason says they wei?) notf. 
well, then, we are ■n6t,' fop.'(>an ,p'olioy ha'iSr been 
theira, and theira bias bebdme onra/ [Loud 
cheers.] ' ^ . -KioU: :'■ , , ■•: 

: Will this 'policy effect a solution (dfi the, coB'^ - 
flict? It wHl j: because; it will 'harrabfaiae .our 
social and ; political dev^opttient^ith the. teadt.-. 
ency of our age, by neutmizingL the obstaoleft 
that stand in ita way.' . . : ' i 

But I aiii told that these obstacles refuse to 
be neatraUaed. They will resiet.: Resist: by 
-whfitt By dissolving the Union. -The disso- 
lution of the Union I .This spectre haa so lo&g. ; 
hAunted the -imaginations of superstitious pe($- ^ 
pie, that it is^ime «it . least , tO) anatomize the. 

bloodless. body.-;:-.' . "ir..-—. : 

. They threaten to di8solve;tlie;Union. ;. Why? I 
Fit^t, because o^e do .not stop the. agitation o£, 
tiie slavery, question. It is ttu%we do diacTaBS:, 
ev^ry social probleni that presents itself tolour ; 
cdnsideration we agitate i<^ . and we; cdb not- 
mean tb_Btop.' And therefore, slaveholders,., 
you will-dissolve the ;Union.? Do you think w© 
shall, inake haste td .^top. the agitation, to muz- : 
,sle our nxouths and our: press, after you li&ve 
dissolved it? United as we are with yoa at 
present, we; certainly .are. not devoid of frat^sr- 
nal sympathy; but let tho acrimonious feelisg: 
arising &om a divorce embitter our relAtioos^ 
will noi'the. sgitataon, which annoys yon rmBy 
be a hundred vtimes more dangerous to yoa 
Uien f [Cheers.] , , . , . 

Second.. You threaten to dissolve the Uiuon> 'j 
because we do. not show sufScient alacrity in 
the catching of fugitive slaves. True, we are. 
not much icdinea to perform for tho day©* 
holder a: meaial, dirty service^ wliicb lie woisM. 
hardly stoop to do for himseK.: [Euthosis^cri 
oheering.j iAad, therefore,' you.. wUi. dissolve : 
:th6 Unidn I r Do you not aee tha^ whilo JioWjix 
indeed,';a great :nvanyi slaved: escape,- the .li^ortlt. 
would, after;a ^disiwkfioQV scoravto laonjender a 
single one f tqWoiL'ldgttot what is inow 
Lad4 llne.Lba:remoTe<^ rightito thoibankg t!^: 
.0!iiio;31iiiv;r-t: 
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TJrii6«jj^ bccauso wo do not. moan to, 8uttond<5r I dofltrial labor niad ontornriaea 



tho •'i»6iTit^r3B»!to iflavdrv.', iTrnpj; wo raoaa td 
WflO -fflVory cojiEtitrationju imoaUB Tvithiu onr 
roach.vto pavo them for froo labor. And, thoro- 
foro'Joyjaa. TvUl'diasolTa itlib XJnionl Doi ytiu 
tUinlr^vtl^t nifldr a db&olalion .-mi aliaU.coarto- 
oualfl.iavito: nlaverjr to; raalto itsolE comfortable 
ou our uational domain ? Aa things i arc noiir, 
"chatabi6na of froo 'lobor/f andh aa ,l.>otigllaaj 
»nay»'occaoiojiftily oftop y'oa-,a charicoto afcqtiire 
for alavotj'.a Territory " fivotiteiaa oa largo oa tho 
Stat^Jtof Now Yorktj^' but will that btf po/jaiWu 
oftouitho JJniotii ia disaolved? i Mark woU what 
poeiiion the. North will take, if^by a rbvoktion-' 
ory ^!ct..against oiir National 0bvorntn'6i)t, '^oa 
ehotdd: attompi to iciit /Iooso froaz ' tho Unioiii' 
Thofl'ftrritoried tirQ'tb.0 ! property of tho Union 
88 aiiihi-'thoso rnha in'nr rovolntionaiyi (way do-i 
sort thdjUnion give up thoir right, to t^io"prop' 
©rtyjoif tho Uniqn.!! That property/the Territo- 
rieSpimli remain ivbero the lloion ramainoi and 
^0 llavo power 'Wonld do 'weU firat to conaidqr 
how macn blood it can apare, before it attempts 
to strip the Union 'of a sltigle eqaare ib6t > of 
groaud. - [Tremendboa chcors.] Thus, while, 
acoofding. to Judge I>otiglaa, yba now have a 
ch&no^'to ticquirtd slavb. territory by the opera- 
tioa of his "great principle/' . that chanco will 
b« entirely gone aa soon as by a secession .yon 
give^jip tho least shadow of a right to the^prop- 
erW ot the JJiiion. : ! 

Lastly, yon threaten to dissolve the Union, if 
the -North refoses to submit to the exclusive 
economical policy' of the pluilting interest You 
want to establish the commercial and .industrial 
inde'p^ndencoof tbe^laveholdiDg States. For 
years- you have held Southern Conventions, 
audi passed resolutions to that effect. Yon 
leaolved not to pnrchasp :&ny longer the prod: 
ncta^'of Northern industrial labor, but to build 
youjfidwn fectorieff'p iaot to darry on your ex- 
porting' and importing tr&db any longer- by 
Northern 'Ships; but to ;establisb steamship 
lise^'and commercial connections of your own. 
Wellfi enough. Why did - you not . do it, after 
itavior resolved it?.-' Was it want of- money? 
^ot]^ihiaTe an abundance of it.' Was it want 
of dfStermination? ' Your resolutions displayed 
the '..fieircest / zeaL What was it, then ? ' And, 
inde>ed,.the failure is magnificently complete. 
Senator Mason's homespun coat, sewed with 
Yankee- thread and needle, adorned with .Yan> 
kee ibattons, hangs in the closet, a bne star, 
in solitary splendor. [Loud laughter.] After 
tiyitu^/ to -establish a large: shoe factory for the 
Souu,:you came after a -while to the iarosistible 
conclusion thati you E&ust wear Massaehoiiettis 
8ho@3 and boota^ or *go. -barefooted. And -even 
jouir Norfolk steamsEips Jare not launched yet 
£tom^i' dry docks of Southern imaginatioQ. 
[EiMig&feSi^ « JB[o«r' lis' this t ' I will.itelJ '.yoh. 
^he-i^trgiv.iame'infltitution.forldie/' protection' 
ftnd$|ierpeta&tiohx^ trhlc>. yon^waiattt^cQstab'- 
liah your commercial and indoatrial indepeiids: 



If or th ia thoro are nevernl cjccellont; xdaaons, 
Pire^'thttt olAija of youn flooiety which: rulobj 
;an(^ wanta.to potpotuato.itD rulo^ dooai not con-'. 
Biat of workinff men. The' inspiration of roj^a^ 
liirl ncitivitjr ia foreigp to tholr mindat , Living 
updn th© forcud labor others, thby find their 
pride in beinjj gontlomdn of loiauroi Bnt it re- 
qnijrca men ot a suporiof organization to make, 
leisure productive j: inon:of the ordinary atarap, 
whb hnvb too much Idiaaro Ifor doing oomothing^ 
will,.in moat caaea, do. nothing. Butitroqnirtff 
.active labor to. make no understand and apprO" 
.cinto labor; and w^ must undoibtaud'anoi np" 
ptociatb labor, in order to be nble to direct la< 
bbt|. . Heace tho abvcholdorfl cannot take' the 
lend in such a commercial and industrial movo<- 
ifcrieht^^witbont! changing the: nature of their 
condition. ' But you may object, that they -can. 
at leaftt, cncoantgu commerce and' industry, ana 
leave the execution of their plane . and: wishes 
to others. Indeed! But you most tnot forgot 
that, in modem times, the moat active and ei^- 
terprising clasQ of society, a6 eooh as it be- 
comes nnmerb is^ will: inevitably become the 
niUng class. - Hoiv can, therefore, the slavo' 
holders do aa you say, without undermining 
the foundation ;oftL.9ir own ascendency ?' But' 
it is just that ascendency by which they mean; 
not to weaken, but to fortify. Do not bring 
forjvard thia city of St. Louia aa proof to tha 
contrary. Your commerce and your industry 
are indeed largely developed^ although Mi»T 
souri is a plave State ; but do you not see that 
in ^he same measnreias they rise, the ascend* 
endy of the slave ipower disappeara? [Repeated 
cheering.] Thus this haa becoine a Irea city 
oh slave soiL 

But, this is not edl. Not only. are the slave- 
holders; as a claes,. unfit to direct the commeT" 
ciat and indnatrial ^movement, but'their system 
of labor is unfit to "Carry it out.- Commerce. 
and industry^ in-order, to become indepsAdent, 
ne^d:anfeWtgfen< labor. In.the North, every Ik" 
borer thinks, and is required to think. . In the' 
South, the laborer is forbidden to think, lest he 
think too much, for thought engenders .aspira* 
tions. . [Laughter and apglanBe.| With us, 
pro|gres3. and. enterprise denye their main anp- 

Eort, their atrongeat . impulses, from - the -intel- 
ictual development x>f . the working, classes;. 
W^ .do hotdread the aspirations arising ftotn 
it; -it is. the jiburce of our prosperity,- and; at 
the! same: time,' ofonr. safety. Our: laboring 
man mtiat'.be.a freeman, in order to be' what3 
he ought to be — an intelligent laborer. .There- : 
forfe, we- educate him for Uberty By our aystam ^ 
of pnbHe instruction. J!n )thQ< South, the: intel'.^ 
iectual development of'the -laboring. olassesrse- 
cessary for. infceHigbnt Labor would {create ""as* 
piratldn^ .d&ng^roui .tb;yoar. domestic -inatitav 
tioitis.-. - ' Ybui mboHng'Xnan'mnst-bd ai}Tate)^ > 
br^erito xemain /what ybm wButihsm-'to^bs^a?; 
wtitra ThereforeJ.foti ."m^h^ld i&tim'ihsia^^^ 



Hi:: 

onr.,f)\;x:m5|^,»nd workalippa t^pf^ otftp^fl ftO m- w^ro m^: TW^ft upc|i?|i! hoft^l ^if OTotbow^jtical i : 

tho HipotooR^h, ,1 hftVo nothinff to Btty abont-; 
t,ho brftyqicy oftboiSQHthern pooplo; for aught 
cftj^o, thov jjiay t>o ,ljrAY,er thaa tlioy pretortA td 
bo ; but I invito, tbora. caiulldly lo .ojj^Oi Mjioic. r 
x3y6a,.Uko sensiWo^men;, ' !, 

I will not compare libq reaoiJircoa oflho SouChj 
in men end inonoy, >o, th<?3fliOf tho^i Nortb, al-:. 
. thou^b . fltatifitlcfti 8t»tem0nt8 wouW njetnoa- ^ ■ 
otmto the overwhelrnin^j eaporiority of tho Jatr. 
tor. We cau alFord to bo liboral, an(J> for argu- 
ment Bake,, admit that the South wijl equal tho 



fltityjtfqpi fropi ^hich,pj/r,9yBtPm of labo^-idoriyfl^V 
itfl if\^pir^\,ioQ9 3 tbat,ia,iP«f "pbooj-howo, whcrft 
our„[^90 ilaborciia wre <tdacjj.tpd' On your, 
plai[»,ift|tiionffioldR thorp fitai??lfl : '^nQtUQlr inotilu- 
tioi|,)i(ro(n which yojur pyqteipi of, Hh^v' doijivf^a 
ita \^«^8pirationn j . aud that is vpnti acbppi-houae^ 
whqi-ft, ypur okyea avp fogged, „ And ;^Ott apQalr 
of oftt^blit'Vii'S ihQ compoicoit^l and. iordtJHtribl 
indQppnd^n(;o of the slaVphpldinR Staj^a I, Do 
you .«9t aeo that, ip prdwitoJ^P tJ^iOf yit>Q roust 
ada^l;.joiar. system of:)abor,.to that purpOae, by 
maH^X tbp laborer iutelligent, jr^'speotablef and 
at tha eapie titQO a^ipiripg?.. But if, by making 
the Jaberor intoUigont, fef(po«it»WQ'. and aajpi- 
ring,, you attejapt to foyce induatrial onterpnae 
a: In' 



m a: IftVgo . moaQuro npoft the i fllave, Stateo, do 
yottjuot. aeo that your.ayatoitt of; {»laye labor 
mufl<i yield ? , To foater comtoeroo and indiiatcy 
in tl^^;/siaye 3^atea for.the purpose of protecting 
. alayery I : , Would it not.'bo lil-* letting the eau- 
lightjipto a room which yoti..;fant to kaep dark,?', 
Eiencp, the alaye States (jtifi never, .becomo 'com- 
mercially and induBtirially ; iudopendeat aa long 
aa t,W; remain slava, States. They will alwaye 
be Qbliged to bay from others, and others; will 
do ^bw. carryiug trade. . At present, they do 
thoijq buaineaa with friends, who are United ito 
thei»: ,by bonda of Union, Thoy.speak of dia* 
aolyipg that Union ;. then, aa now, they , will be 
obligi^d to transact the. aame busineaa with us, 
theii; ; nearest neighbors j for if " they could . do 
othej^^ise, they would haye done so long ago. 
Wottld thoy prefer, by the dissolotioai of the 
Unioti, to make enemies, of thdso on > whom' 
tho^iftill »lwe.y8 be commercially and indua- 
triaHy dependent? 

Tki^, you aee, would the. di^ol^tion of the 
Uni^A in all points of dispute deftBat the. very 
obj$Ut for which the Swth mip^ht feel inclined, 
iio attempt it. . It would effect just the contraty, 
>of what it was intended for, and, indeed, if 
thei3e,.ia.a party that can logically and . conflist-. 
entljii ddyocatei^be dieaolatton.of the;¥hion, it 
da ti&e: party of - extreme -abolitibniats, who: de- 
sire: .:to 'extinguish slavery^ and to punish the 
Soni;h:by a sudden and violent crisis. But as. 
to therslave States, as long as they ha7e sense 
enough io understand thoir^' Interests, and ; to 
appceciate their situatiou, they may thank, their 

food &>rtane if they aire sufiered to: stay in the 
ruijta with confederates, who are, indeed, sot 
willing to sacrifice, their > own principles and.^ 
intej!ei»t3 .to slaveryj but by the radia,ting infla^- 
encaJof. theirown growth and'pnefgy will, at 
lec^t^idraw the Sotiniern States also: upon the 
roadliof' progressive: development.,. : : . v 
Bfet/weiara told that the pebple'.'of the' slave 
States are a warlike race, and that theyuwill 
gaia/jby foi:ce.,wb^t T^e,aceTaaWilI!ng:|}eaombly 
■&to (Smced^ iWarl. What;.a chacm7 there ia in 
:; that; wQsd £os a people of colo'neb add getieirais t 
'Wt^imam; that jold: iCtecmaa/.^monk.in'^eiited 



.North in numbera. aqd, if they insist j.ttpott jit, 
excel, UB in mattial spirit. But it requires very .; 



litfil^ ..knowledge of military .mattets "to ; jlttdor- ., 
atand'that, aside, of . numbers,. equipment, cour* 
ttgfc, and discipline, thd, atrongthi of . an amy ; 
coiiaista in, its ability, tp concentrate ita .forcef, 
At jail times, upon the decisive, point* tr Provi-r . 
jdcnce is on. the std^.of the big battalions^ isaicllj 
Napoleon, ^ Tfaat moane, net that Victory will 
Alvjrayfl be with the most nnii>erous army, but •„ 
with t.hftt which- ia • always able to appeat in 
strength wher6 , the decisive, blow iia- _ to ; be 
iatruqk, An army thUf. is el way." :' scattered 
ov^r a large surface ia, properly speaWng, no 
xiripy at aui. Even by a much less namferons,.: 
.but concentrated enemy, it will be beaten. in . 
detail, division eifter division j it' h defeated 
before having lost a mian. Thia is'^Iaia* .. 

Ite South think3;ofgoihg to war tor the benr; : 
efit and , protection(of slavery. But alavecy 'm ' 
not merely in. abstract principle j.fllavery .'con- 
siata materially in the individual slavearr-ia so . 
And 80 many millions. of human chattels: scat- - 
tered .over.so.and so many thousands of sqaare. 
miles. In order to protect slavery, it is essen- . 
tial that the: slavisholdera be: protected in the; 
possession of their slaveaJ ' : ' 
I say, therefore, (that slavery cannot be: pto-"r 
tected in', general : without beiiig protected: ia - 
detaiL . But how can you protectit in -detail? 
By guarding fifteen hundred nailea of Korthem.. 
froutier ana fwo thoasand - rUiles of seacoast 
agaiuEtjan, enemy who ia pecfectly ficee in his: 
naovementSj .and, aided : by -an extensive rail- 
road,, syateiaj always .able to .ebhcentrate his -; 
forces wherevet he pleasea 1 It id impossible;. 
the dulleBt understanding sees vit; It .may bb:., 
said that it wiU not be ajeceasstty,; indeed j'for . 
Jthe free> States, it woul^ noL; iThey. mayi iai . 
:order to,concentHite theic fijrcesj. expose tlxeic . 
.■tcacrifcory, for; the damage d6ne„by^an;idv5B3iQn; 
is; easily nepaired. The, retreating .inr&d£rca.B- 
not carry, tha. liberties; of the -.intaidjBd , coimtcy. .- . 
away witH! him..:- £GheerB.3 JNot so ijrith alsii ; 
very. . A Northern, anti alaveiy arxay,:or::QvenL 
:small.'J flyin^^ corps,' ::Snvjadin^ ;ta lalave-; : 
hotdin^i State, : would '■ perhaps: not r ^miema^^z: 
jc4l|.y; jjbeEate;,-the akveai^ bitt^ .^abiialj .ereSlaj' 



V^that iosi^oificaut Slack powder, whic&bkw;^ J it wcoldL hardly, jsquiinder :j3!i£&k) t3id& o^ua^". 
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hoaUli 'in !iCMCl»iinB iho nirtftWftyB. ' Tho ptolA- 
5)iliiSy, tbawfotoj if)j that wboWvTit* fi, Nor'th6m 
army bpjpisftrby \\iq fllttvcB^jUl'diotipiicar, nnd 
filavofy with them — at loaaJ, for tho timo boin'g. 
Invftdo n free Stalo, and tho i-qatpratiOn of lib- 
ortyj' ftftor tho attack ja toptilsod, requires only 
tho prononco of frcomcn. But tho restoration 
of bIav^Vjt will rcqniro capital ; that capital con- 
uietcd 5j>lnucipally in tho slaves ; the fllavog have 
mn away, and with them tho capital necessary ; 
for tho restoration of Blavory. 

Iho slave Suites, thcroforo, cannot expose 
their territory -withont leaving unprotoctea tho 
imititation for tho protection of which tho war 
was undertaken. Thoy bavo to cover thou- 
eando and thousands of vulnorablo points, for 
every plantation is an open wound, every negro 
joatdn a sore. ' Every border or Boaboard slave 
I State will need her own soldiers, and more too, 
f«r her own protection j and where wiB bo the 
^^material for Uioconcentfafcd array? Scatter- 
'od over thotuiands of miles, without the possi- 
bility of 'concentration. 

B&sides, tho slave; States harbor a dangerous 
eneDiy within their own boundaries, dnd that is 
slavery itself. 'Imagiiio they are at war -with 
an anti-slavery people, whom thov have exas- 
perated by their own hostility. What will be 
the effect upon the slaves?' The question is not 
whether, the North will instigate a slave rebel- 
lion,' for I suppose they vrill not ; the question 
is, whether they can prevent it, and I think 
{bey ctonot. But the mere anticipation of & 
negro insurrection (and the heated imagination 
of ths slaveholder will discover symptoms of a 
rebelKoas spirit in every trifle) will paralyze 
the whols' South.: Do you remember tne efiFect 
of John Brown's attempt ? The severest blow 
he struck at the slave power was not that he 
, difitarfoed a tovm and killed several citizens, 
\bnt that he revealed the weakness of the whole 
Sou^v Let Governor Wise, of Virginia, carry 
Oct his threatened invasion of the free States, 
not -with twenty-three, but with 2,300 follow- 
ers at his heels — what will be the result? As 
lon^ aa they behave themselves, we shall let 
them alone ; but as sooa as they create any 
difitorbance, they will be pnt into the station- 
house ; and the next day we shall read in the 
newspapers of some Northern city, among the 
reports of the police court, Henry A. Wise and 
others, for disorderly conduct, fined $5. [Loud 
laughter and applause.] Or, if he has made 
an attempt' on any man's life, or against our 
institntioQS^ he will most certainly find a North- 
em jtiry proud enough to acquit him on the 
ground of incorrigible mental derangement. 
[CSontinned laughter and applause.] Our pic- 
torial prints wiU have material for caricatures 
for two issues, and a burst of hiughtcr will ring 
to ^0' skies from Maine to CaUforaiai; And 
there ieUie end of it. But behold John Bfown 
with tweatj-^iree mesr raising a row at Har- 
pep's Fen^ jJ the whole South Irantic with ter- 



ror^btlhe ctmOle'Si^ .of ; Yi^ini^' io^i eieiiiB 



"ttooptf taArchib'g 'Wd ' counf^l'mnrchitig,' as if 
thi bAttlG dt AuBtorlitz wrtO tci' bo fought 'ovinr"' 
again ; iiinocent oOws ehof at M blood thiris^ ' ' 
invadclTB, and oyon thO ' evening aong of tho ' 
peaceful whippoorwillo mistaken for tho battle' 
cry of rebellion. [IncoHsftut laughter.] AfavJ 
thosa aro tho min who will oxpoad thomfielvcfl ' 
to tho chanocB of a wrvr with an anli-rilavety 
peoplol Will thoy not look upon every captniQ 
OB a John Brown/nnd evclryflOi'geaTlt and pnvalo 
as ft Coppio' or St,ovena ? The|' will not have' 
men enough to qniot^ thoiffoata ftt hOmd. What 
will they httvo to oppose to tho enemy ? Every" 
township -<^viU watit its hotoe ' reigimottt, and 
every plantation its garrison : and what will bki 
loft for the fiold (irmy? No sooner will a 
movement of oonccnlratioti be attempted, than ' 
the merest panic will undo and frustrate) it for- 
ever, Thomistocka might say that Groec^>' 
was on his ships | a French general might nay ' 
thUt tho Bopubhc was in his camp; but 'slA' 
very will bo neither on the ships nor in tho 
camp ; it wiU bo spread defonceleaa over thoa- 
sauas of square milca. This will bo their situa- 
tion : - either they conoentrato their forcefi', and 
slavery will be exposed every where ; or they do 
not concentrate thom, and theii* strength will 
be, nOwhdiee, Thoy want war ? Let them try 
it I; < They ^ill try it' but once. And thus it 
turns Out, tW.'<i the very same thing that woul'd 
be the cause of the war. Would at tho same ' 
time disable them to carry on the war. • The ' 
same institution that wants protection, will a;t 
the same time disarm its protectors. Yes, 6lft- 
very, whicb^can no longer be defended with ar- 
guments, can no longer be defended with arms." < 

There is your dissolution of the Union. Thfif' 
Southern States cannot desire it, for it wbdld ' 
defeat the very objects for which it might 'bO' 
undertaken ; t^y 'cannot attempt it, forBlavery^ 
would lay them helpless at the feet of tho Norths < 
Slavery, which makes it uncomfortable to fitay 
in the Union, makes it impossible for them to^ 
go otit of it. What tian will the South do,' ia 
case of a Republican- victory ?• I answer that ' 
question ivith another one : what mn the South 
do in case of a' Republican victory ? WHl 
there be a disturbance? The people of the' 
South themselves will have to put it down. 
Will they submit ? Not to Northern dictation^ 
but to their own good sense. They have con-^ 
sidered as their enemies as long as they nUed^ 
us ; they will find out that we are their friends ■ 
as soon as we cease to be their subjects.- They-' 
have dreamed so long of the blessings of sia- ' 
very ; they will open their eyes agam-tD th©'. 
blessings of liberty. They -will discover that- 
tiiay ore not conquered, but liberated. <WilI 
slavery die out? As surely -as freedom-'WiUi 
no^dia^ottt.^' 

Slp,veholders of America, I appeal to yooi 
Aroi youTedly ia eiamest when you spesifc of ' 
perpielHating alavery ? Shall it n&^eit cease 
NeVer?' Stop, and coasider where yon lucej&aS- 
ki 'rok't daya'you livci ; > ^ u - - 



, , Thi^: irt Lho niiiot^onth contn,v7,v Npvor, sineo 
. . joa&pkfnidl .jf^pa a rpcoUoc|.ion of ,tut)o/i (gono by, 
; | ,l»i)ifl,titio human mind (lioqlqacd f?i|oh.,vrpndc»M 
poTTorai.,,, 'JTJjo hidden ft)r;c93 of, nAtnroTir^i have 
', t^rn from thbir myotcriduB c9»>,coftlm(jnt,!ftnd, 
' ! yoked , ihomijjt<> ^ho hnriiopa of pflofulnoRs; thoy 
^ cssirry our thougntn . oyer -olondor Ti^ifjCs to dla- 
' . , tn,nt nfttiom.j tnoy dmw our wftgOM oyer tho 
I , nl^hwttya of tra,do ; thoy pull tho gigantic oars 
,, of, oiir ahipa ; thqy aot in motion tho iron fin- 
gora of ouif raacninory ; thoy, ;\v;ill noon plow 
, oui; fields and gather our cropf*?,, Tho Jfthor of 
, tlio braia \iixa ,oxaltcd to a.moifo bridUns and. 
cop^ciqlling of natural *forccB tho labor of ihci 
hand— and you think you can perpetuate a eya-, 
torn which reduceo man, however degraded, yet 
capable of dovelopmont, to the level of a ooul- 
losa machine? 

Thia ia tho world of tho nineteenth century. 
Tho last remnauta of feudalism in tho old world 
are faat disappearing. The Czar of Ruasia, in 
tho fulness of his imperial power, ia forced to 
yield to the irresistible march of human prog- 
ress, and abolishes serfdom. Even the Sultan 
of Turkey can no longer maintain the barba- 
rous cuatoms of tho Moslom against tho pressure 
of tho century, and slavery disappears. And 
you, citizens of a Republic, you think you can 
arrest tho wheel of progross with your Dred 
Scott decisions and Democratic platforms? 
[Enthusiastic cheers.] 

Look around you, and see how lonesome you 
are in this wide world of ours. Aa for as mod- 
ern civilization throws its raya, what people, 
what class of oociety, ia there like jov. 1 Cry 
out into the worId,your wild and guilty fantasy 
01 property in man, and every echo responds 
with a cry of horror or contempt ; every breeze, 
firom whatever point of the compasa it may 
oome, brings you a verdict of condemnatibn. 
There ia no human heart that sympathizes 
with your cause, unless it jympathizes with the 
cause of despotism in 6 eery form. There ia 
no human voice to cheer you on in your strug- 
gle ; there is no human eye that has a tear for 
your reverses; no link of sympathy between 
the common cause of the great human brother- 
hood and you. You hear of emancipation in 
Russia, and wish it should fail. You hear of 
Italy rising, and fear the spiriC of liberbf should 
become contagioaa. Where all mankind re- 
joices, you tremble. Where all mankind love, 
yon hate. Where all mankind curses, you 
sympathize. 

And in this appalling aolitude you stand, 
alone against a hopeful world, alone against 
a great century, fightitig your hopeless fight, 
hopeless, hopeless, as the struggle of the 
Indian against the onward march of civili- 
zation. Exhaust all the devices which the 
inventive genius of despotism may suggest, 
and yet how can you reaist ? In every little 
village school-house, the little children who 
learn to read and write are plotting against 
you ; in every laboratory of science, in every 



TniM;hinQv8hf>p>:'(h(j,^umai\ piind i!j'workiogt?iO 
:doi3t.riu(;tion of your idol..; Yoiii cannot mpiko 
MX allompt ;to> kipop, pace ..with- tho gtriK^ral 
pi:Ogr<?nB of . rnanki^{ij, withoijfc nlottwg againat 
Yourgolvoa. F,yory etcaiq whji'ftlof ovpi^ pnlTing 
looonxotivo, in Bounding tho nhripk of-iliborty 
into your cara. , ; From , tlio nobloat iapliiicta of 
our hoe rt9, down to sordid ^ifiroedlneaa of gain, 
every irapulao of human nature ia engaged iu 
this uuivcraal cpnspiracy. Hovf can yo" ^o- 
fliat? Whoro aro your Irionda in thp North? 
Your ovcr-roady aupportora aro Bcattcrcd to 
the winda ns by cuchantm'>,nt, novor; to ,n)»ito 
again. Hoar thorn, trying to save thoir pwa 
fortunes, aw^ar with trcaohoroua oagcrnpna that 
thoy have nothing in common with you. And 
your opponents ? Your bonsta have lost their 
charm, your throata have lost thoir terrora upon 
them. Tho attempt ia idle to cloak tho sorea 
of Lazan. 3 with tho lion akin of Horcnloa. Wo 
know you. E very one of your boasts ia under- 
stood aa a disguised moan of weakness — every 
shout of defiance aa a disguised cry for mercy. 
That game ia played out. Do not deceive 
yonrselvca. This means not only tho dbatrno- 
tion of a party — thia mcana the defeat of a 
cause. Be shrewder than the ahrewdeat, 
braver than the bravest — it is all in vain ; your 
cause is dcomed. 

And in the face of all this, you insist upon 
hugging, with dogged stubbornness, your ratal 
infatuation ? Why not, with manly boldness, 
awing round into the grand march of progres- 
sive humanity ? You say it cannot bo done 
to-day. Can it be done to-morrow ? Will it 
be easier twenty, fifty years hence, when the 
fearful increase of the negro population will 
have aggravated the evils of slavery an hun- 
dred fold, and with it the difiorent ties of its 
extinction ? Did yoc ever think of thia ? The 
final crieis will come, with the inexorable cer- 
tainty of fate, the more terrible the longer it is 
delayed. Will you content yourselves with the 
criminal words, " after me the deluge ? " Is 
that the inheritance yon mean to leave to com- 
ing generations? an inheritance of disgrace, 
crime, blood, destruction? Hear me, slave- 
holders of America I If you have no sense for 
the right of the black man, no appreciation of 
your own interests, I entreat, I imploi« you, 
have at least pity for your children! 

I hear the silly objection, that your sense of , 
honor forbids you to desert your cause. Sense 
of honor ! Imagine a future generation atand- 
ing around the tombstone of the bravest of you^ 
and reading the inecriptiou : " Here lies a 
gallant man, who fought and died for the 
cause— of human slavery." What will the ver- 
dict be ? His v^ progeny will disown him, 
and exclaim : " He must have been either a 
knave or a fool I " There is not one of yoa 
who, if he could rise from the dead a century 
hence, would not gladly exchange his epitaph 
for that of the meanest of those who were hung, 
at Charlestown. 



"flU;hooorablo to feivo up the orforn of yosterdfty 
m ti.*» tYuihB of x^idnyl 'm 'p^ 

^ Wt>.(W)a to be thto l'<'i^;h©(lft'i|+Wit^:fo feiiorifitlcf iJiao'p' 

, ' dtM Of tb6 (ioiA'toM'iWfcftU ! Bat fch'osft who 
' ' fecioMhcir glory in ^tnbboi^hly' ittBJfltin/* ^hat ia 
' glorions, JlftuBt finA 'ib'eir cbd itii'ingltiriOafl mlo-' 
.1 cry. , ■ ■■' ' ' , '■' 

I tturn to yon,' RfeifinbliiianB of MwBonri. 
Your connllTj/mcn bwo yott 'd 'dtibl of ridipira- 
tiOri and ^etitnclo to^bicb iriy pOOr voiciG Cfth 
givo "but ft fecWc cxpreriBion. ' Yon biaive un- 
Sertoken tbo rtoble'tadk of ohowiri^ the people 
'of tbe Norlb tliattbifc Blavciiolding atates tbcm- 



BclvcB cont-pkin tbo clomcnto of rcgouc'rhtion ; 
'ftitfl' ttf 'd6Wbi|tftfHUbfr 16' fho SobtJi' ' HdW 'Ibut 
rcgiDfalSirAlWh Ijftri''bft' toffb6tc<3. •Ibti''ftkvi6''in- 
'mm tbid'Wav'61'inff ^riirtABca with conSaiD'Hifii in 
thi 'tirtttettblHty Of 'oar iflofte. ' To' tho 'W^nL 
'j'oaltdytj''^iVc'n prtiibtH'Kjjtjtiaont ; to' thd'TOath 
yon Ld^fo DCt ftn exaihiplp. Lot wio ontro'tlt')rou 
not td riiitfexrnto ydriif 'jioblo vocation. Stkng- 
gla dn, btdvo softhi Tbo ftrixiout* •wiBb(!5B of 
WilUons nro' biycrinfj arpund yon. Btrtl^glo 
on, until tbo banoor bf'tjinancipation 28 jianted 
npoii tho capital of ydnt Btato, and ono of ; tbo 
]prbtidcBt 'cbi»ptert of pnr history will ipead :'MiB- 
8oari^l«d'tbe van, ana thb nation fbllo^^cd I 



